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Concept 
 
Background  
 
At a time where Europe is facing multiple crises such as the ongoing pandemic, the war in Ukraine, 
and the spike in inflation and energy prices, many Roma find themselves facing worsening poverty 
and exclusion, dire living conditions, and widespread antigypsyism. 
 
A significant health inequality gap exists between the Roma and the majority population, across 
every area of physical and mental health and wellbeing, including rates of suicide, disability, life 
expectancy, and infant mortality. The Covid-19 pandemic laid bare and worsened a pre-existing 
dire situation. Ensuring access to healthcare and long-term care is a key topic under the European 
Pillar of Social Rights (principles 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20 and others) – the compass for Europe’s 
recovery, while it is also supported by Goal 3 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 
United Nations. It is high time the European Union and national Governments delivered. 
 
With the adoption of the EU Roma Strategic Framework up to 2030, governments were asked to 
develop national Roma strategic frameworks both in EU Member States and Western Balkan 
countries. In addition, civil society in EU Member States received funding from the European 
Commission to engage in monitoring of the elaboration and adoption process of these national 
strategic frameworks. In order to ensure an effective implementation of the national frameworks, 
a robust and continued monitoring of the entire policy process should be ensured. 
 
Objectives 
 
The first part of the event will serve to launch ERGO Network’s research report on “Roma access 
to healthcare and long-term care”, based on six national case studies carried out in Bulgaria, the 
Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, and Spain. A dialogue with key decision-makers and 
stakeholders will aim to identify positive solutions to support better health inclusion for Roma 
and inform the delivery on the EU Roma Strategic Framework and the Social Pillar.  
 

The second part of the event will assess the stay of play of the newly adopted National Roma 
Frameworks in both the EU and Enlargement countries and their alignment with the EU Roma 
Strategic Framework on Equality, Inclusion, and Participation and linked Council 
Recommendation, as well as of the Roma involvement in the drafting process. In addition, it will 
discuss the follow-up steps in the implementation of the National Roma Frameworks at EU and 
national levels. 
 
Participants  
 
The conference will bring together ERGO Network members from the grassroots level, EU policy-

makers from across the institutional spectrum, as well as other relevant EU and national 

stakeholders. If you attend in person, please feel free to wear a mask. The event will also be fully 

live streamed on our Facebook page. Following the event, kindly fill in the evaluation survey of 

the CERV Programme (project reference: 101051359; activity: ERGO Network Policy Conference). 

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/CERV_2021-2027


 
This conference is kindly supported by the European Union 

Programme for Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values (CERV)  
and by the German Federal Foreign Office. 

Agenda 
 
 
10h Opening remarks 

• Soraya Post, ERGO Network Chair (Sweden) 

• Lavinia Banu, European Commission, DG Justice and Consumers 

• Hon. Peter Pollák MEP (EPP, Slovakia) – video message 
 
 

10h15 Roma access to healthcare and long-term care: Discussion on the national case studies 
and recommendations 
 

Moderator: Tomas de Jong, European Public Health Alliance 

• Sri Kumar Vishwanathan, Vzájemné Soužití (Life Together) / ERGO Network  

• Philippe Seidel, AGE Platform Europe  

• Marine Uldry, European Disability Forum  

• Camille Butin, International Planned Parenthood Federation  

• Susanna Ulinski, European Commission, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion  

• Exchange with the audience  
 
 

11h20 Comfort break 
 
 

11h35 The implementation of the EU Roma Strategic Framework for Equality, Inclusion and 
Participation: State of play of the National Roma Frameworks and next steps 
 

Moderator: Abriel Schieffelers, Eurodiaconia 

• Isabela Mihalache, European Roma Grassroots Organisations (ERGO) Network 

• Zuzana Havírová, National Roma Civil Monitoring coordinator 

• Sia Săraru, National Roma Contact Point, Ministry of Investments and European Projects, 
Romania 

• Adriatik Hasantari, Roma Active Albania  

• Andrey Ivanov, Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) - online 

• Exchange with the audience  
 
 

12h50 Closing Remarks 

• Kateřina Stašová, Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs of the Czech Republic 

• Jamen Gabriela Hrabaňová, ERGO Network Director 

 

13h Lunch (for on-site participants, outside the Mundo-b Conference Room) 


